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“I did not make nor stated I would 
make Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. a 
Mason posthumously.”  Past Grand 
Master Benjamin Barksdale, 13th 
Grand Master, Most Worshipful 
Prince Hall Grand Lodge of Geor-
gia. 
    According to information on the 
Most Worshipful Prince Hall Grand 
Lodge of Georgia‘s website, ―There 
is one local Masonic legend that 
claims that Dr. King, Jr. was good 
friends with Grand Master X. L. 
Neal, both of whom came out of 
Morehouse College.  The legend 
claims that Grand Master Neal had 
promised to make Dr. King a Ma-
son when he came back from the 
Sanitation Strike in Memphis; but 
as fate would have it, Dr. King 

never made it back from Memphis.  
However, in 1999, Grand Master 
Benjamin Barksdale gave him a 
posthumous honor by declaring 
him a member of the Craft and pre-
senting it to his widow, Coretta 
Scott King, at a Morehouse cele-
bration for our Civil Rights icon.‖ 
    I first heard of this honor when I 
was in Columbus, Ga. last June 
and visited one of the Lodges. In 
conversation with the Brothers I 
mentioned that I was a District His-
torian in San Antonio.  I was then 
introduced to a Brother who told 
me about the honor and that he 
was present during the ceremony.  
    Very limited information can be 
found regarding the event, one arti-
cle by Dr. Brock H. Winters was 
found on in The Masonic Voice 
Journal of the Charles H. Wesley 
Masonic Research Society.   

    In his 62 years of being a Mason 
he states, ―I haven't been able to 
find another instance in the history 
of Freemasonry when a deceased 
person had been made a Freema-
son.  Indeed, this action was with-
out precedent.  Martin Luther King 
Jr. was a remarkable individual and 
we can say with certainty that there 
would have been few if any Prince 
Hall Lodges that would have not 
been proud to have him as a mem-
ber, and yes there are rumors that 
Mr. King had planned to become a 
Freemason before his untimely de-
mise.  Yet, recognizing what is 
done is done and it makes no 
sense to challenge Past Grand 
Master Barksdale or somehow try 
to undo what he did...‖  
    He also goes on to say, ―I will not 
participate in the Raising of a dead 
person is definitely not one of the 
items we'd find in our obligations 
concerning the types of people we 
would not confer degrees on, but 
there were some vital assents that 
are missed when you try to make a 
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Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., a Prince Hall Mason? 

 

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. speaks inside a Masonic Temple in Columbus, Ga. 

(Circa 1959 – 1960).  Sitting center is Grand Master John Wesley Dobbs, the 

10th Grand Master of the Most Worshipful Prince Hall Grand Lodge of Ga. 

G.M. X. L. Neal, who went to More-

house College with Dr. King and 

would have brought him into the Or-

der according to legend. 



dead person a Freemason.  They 
do not become Freemasons on 
their own freewill and accord, they 
do not state their belief in one Su-
preme Being and they are not obli-
gated.  Since time immemorial 
what has made a Freemason is his 
obligation.‖ 
    He concluded, ―The best thing 
we could ask is for in this situation 
is for the responsible parties to dis-
regard this posthumous Raising for 
us and maybe declare Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr. an Honorary Prince 
Hall Freemason.‖ 
    The question is, was Dr. King 
made a Mason ―at Sight‖ or was 
given honorary membership. 
    Another reference includes        
a  s h o r t  a r t i c l e  f r o m 
www.masonicinformation.com:  
    ―In May 2000 - over 32 years 
after his death and in an act which 
seems totally unprecedented in 
Masonic history - a Past Grand 
Master of the Prince Hall Grand 
Lodge of Georgia made King a 
‗Mason at Sight‘.  Such action runs 
counter to all of the 'Landmarks' 
and accepted usages of Freema-
sonry since making a member of 
the fraternity posthumously violates 
the premise of the first question 
normally proposed to a candidate, 
to wit: ‗Do you make this request of 
your own free will and accord?‘‖  
    Seeking additional information, I 
turned to Blue-Lite Research Dis-
cussion Group, Inc., which the 
overwhelming response was that 
Dr. King was not made a Mason 
but could be considered (based on 
the information available) to have 
been made an Honorary Prince 
Hall Mason posthumously. 
    One Brother from Georgia said, 
―Any honorary membership is just 
giving someone membership in an 
organization based off of their life 
works without them having to do 
the work that comes with it.  So in 
essence, he is a member of the 
Craft, he just didn't get Initiated, 
Passed and Raised or made ‗at 

Sight.‘‖  
    According to a Brother from Illi-
nois, Dr. King knew more about 
black fraternal organizations than 
most of their members at the time.  
    ―He was an Alpha man. How 
many Greeks are not aware of 
Freemasonry?  The most important 
man in his life (his father) was a 
Prince Hall Mason.  Many in his 
inner circle during his civil rights 
campaign were Prince Hall Ma-
sons.  Many clandestine meetings 
were held in PHA Lodge Halls.   
Many of those that volunteered for 
his security details were straight 
from P.H.A. Lodges.‖ 
    He continued.  
    ―I have no doubt that if Dr. King 
was around long enough to com-
plete his mission, he would have 
most likely joined a Prince Hall 
Lodge if for no other reason than to 
call attention to the need of bright 

men working together for the 
greater good.‖  
    The above portion of this article 
was written from Internet research 
and from comments from an Inter-
net group.  Thanks to Blue-Lite I 
was advised to continue fact-
finding and was given P.G.M. 
Barksdale and Past Master Doug-
las Evans, Past Grand Historian of 
Georgia‘s contact information and a 
much different story unfolded. 
    The story is based from a picture 
which was taken in front of The 
Greatest Speech of the 20th Cen-
tury ―I Have A Dream‖ plaque 
which rests upon the Martin Luther 
King Jr. International Chapel at 
Morehouse College in Atlanta next 
to the Cornerstone laid by the 
Grand Lodge in 1992.  The date on 
the plaque is Sunday, April 2, 2000. 
Additionally, sources of this story 
are from phone calls and email  
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Mrs. Coretta Scott King receives the Masonic Proclamation honoring Dr.  

Martin Luther King Jr. posthumously.    



exchanges with P.G.M. Barksdale 
and P.M. Evans.  
    According to P.M. Evans, the 
Grand Lodge‘s Official Proceedings 
of 2000 state that the gathering at 
Morehouse College was for the un-
veiling of the "I Have a Dream 
Speech" plaque on King Chapel on 
April 2, 2000 and also dated on the 
Grand Master‘s calendar. 
    An assumption is the unveiling 
may have coincided with Millen-
nium Sunday, the 40th Anniversary 
of the Atlanta Civil Rights Move-
ment/Inaugural Celebration of a 
Season of Nonviolence, as printed 
on a smaller plaque below the ―I 
Have a Dream‖ plaque which is 
partially seen in the picture with 
P.G.M. Barksdale, Martin Luther 
King III and Mrs. Coretta Scott 
King. 
    On April 1, 2000, according to 
Dr. Lawrence Carter, Dean of King 
Chapel‘s webpage, Dr. Carter 
founded the Gandhi King Ikeda 
Hassan Institute for Ethics and 
Reconciliation on Millennium Sun-
day, unveiling larger than life busts 
of Mahatma Gandhi and his wife 
Kasturbai; gifts from the people of 

India.  
    ―I do remember that there was a 
portrait and bust of the Gandhi.  I 
know that Dr. Carter (a member of 
W.C. Thomas Lodge No. 112) 
wanted to honor both Dr. King and 
Gandhi and maybe their wives as 
well.  The event was stellar and I 
recall maybe a 1,000 guests and 
more than 200 Prince Hall Masons 
in full regalia being in attendance,‖ 
said P.M. Evans, who served as 
Grand Historian from 2006 – 2010 
and four years prior as an assistant 
to Past Grand Historian, P.M. Joe 
Snow. 
    As the event occurred over a 
decade ago, P.G.M. Barksdale 
cannot recollect the date or year, 
but remembers that he did not 
make Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. a 
Mason, neither ―at Sight‖ nor pro-
vide him with honorary membership 
posthumously.  
    ―Dr. King is not a Mason; you 
cannot make a dead person           
a Freemason,‖ said P.G.M. 
Barksdale.   
    To the reference that G.M. Dr. X. 
L. Neal stated that he will make Dr. 
King a Prince Hall Mason ―at Sight‖ 

when he returns from Memphis: 
    ―The above is true.  I was Grand 
Senior Warden when G.M. Neal 
made the statement which was in 
the presence of the Grand Lodge 
membership in Augusta, Ga.,‖ said 
P.G.M. Barksdale. ―Again Dr. King 
was never a Prince Hall Mason; 
however, with the permission of 
Mrs. Coretta Scott King, I was 
given permission to name a Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr. Scholarship 
to assist a worthy young man to 
attend Morehouse College.‖ 
    P.M. Evans remembers some 
details about that day. 
    ―I was in the audience as a 
young five-year-old Mason when 
(an) honor was read by P.G.M. 
Barksdale in the company of Mrs. 
King and King III along with other 
Grand Lodge officers while on 
stage inside the King Chapel and I, 
as many others, thought that they 
were making Dr. King a ‗Mason at 
Sight,‘‖ said P.M. Evans.  ―I do not 
think that P.G.M. Barksdale may 
have made it clear that a dead per-
son could not be made a Mason.‖  
    ―I believe that during the cere-
mony as Mrs. King was on the 
stage was when P.G.M. Barksdale 
and the Masons announced that it 
was "honoring Dr. King‘s death 
posthumously."  None of us really 
knew what this meant since it was-
n‘t previously disclosed to us be-
fore the event,‖ said P.M. Evans.  
―We heard it all at the same time.  I 
took it as something you might 
honor the governor or someone 
with, but the word posthumously 
made many feel as if Dr. King was 
being given the honor of being a 
Mason.  I tend to believe that this 
was not the intent of P.G.M. 
Barksdale but maybe the wording 
of the statement was not filtered or 
edited enough.‖ 
    According to P.M. Evans there 
was neither a proclamation nor 
similar communications that would 
have informed the Craft that such 
an honor of membership for Dr. 
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P.G.M. Barksdale, Martin Luther King III, and Mrs. Coretta Scott King stand 

in front of the “I Have a Dream” plaque placed of MLK International Chapel.   



King would be bestowed.  
    ―I‘ll be the first to echo P.G.M. 
Barksdale‘s statement that he did 
not make Dr. King a Mason.  He 
couldn't if he tried, it‘s unmasonic,‖ 
said P.M. Evans.  ―I will offer that 
the language used at that cere-
mony may have been misleading.‖ 
    ―During my historical tours in At-
lanta, I offer that Dr. King is NOT a 
Mason, but an Alpha.  If he had 
lived longer we believe that he 
would have joined since his father 
(Daddy King) and grandfather were 
all preachers and Prince Hall Ma-
sons,‖ said P.M. Evans.  ―We think 
Dr. King would have joined W. C. 
Thomas Lodge No. 112 since it is 
thought that this is where Daddy 
King was Raised and due to G.M. 
Neal belonging to the same Lodge 
and knowing Dr. King from More-
house College.‖  
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Lt to Rt: Mayor Maynard Jackson, first Black Mayor of Atlanta (grandson of G.M. John Wesley Dobbs), P.G.M.       

Benjamin Barksdale, Mrs. Coretta Scott King, President of Morehouse College Dr. Walter Massey, and Dean of the        

Morehouse School of Religion Dr. Lawrence Carter.  

Dean Carter (ctr) and family of Gandhi (lt) exist King Chapel, April 2, 2000. 


